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Introduction
The 2021-22 school year will begin on August 12. We know that all (teachers, staff,
administrators, parents, community members and stakeholders) want the best for
all our kids to be safe, happy and learning in school.
This document is a plan developed with feedback from members of our Bethany
Schools, parents and community members. Our goal is to return our kids to our
schools, keep them safe and provide them an excellent education. The most
effective planning is subject to change as new information becomes available. The
State Department of Education requires each school district create a Safe Return
and Continuity of Services Plan.
Leadership Team
The Safe Return and Continuity of Services Plan is being developed with the
feedback from teachers, administrators, parents, medical professionals and school
board.
Administrators on
Leadership Team
Drew Eichelberger
Dr. Matthew Flinton
Jennifer Fuller
Mark Melton
Trey Keoppel
Reuben Bellows

School Board Members
Angela Palmer
Les Pettitt
Heather Miller
Kent Walstad

Parents on Leadership
Team
Miranda Smart – E
Katherine Taber-E
Rachel Johnston – E
Cassie Ross – MS
Rosha Wood - MS
Heather Berry - MS
Gina Tolle – HS
Tyler Thomas - HS

Medical Professionals
on Leadership Team
Tara Brown – RN
Kristen Bibbs – RN
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Maintaining the Health and Safety of Students and Staff
Strategies We Will Use Daily
• Hand sanitizer will be available in each classroom and its use will be
encouraged upon entrance and exit of each classroom.
• Masks are optional for all students, staff and volunteers on school campus
and school activities.
• Federal transportation mask requirements remain in effect. Until these
requirements are lifted, masks on school buses will be required. When the
federal government lifts this requirement, the school will follow.
District Cleaning Practices
Bethany Schools contracts custodial services with Oklahoma Building Services (OBS).
OBS prides itself on making the health and well-being of our customers, employees
and communities their top priority. OBS wants their customers and employees to
feel confident in knowing that they are using all precautions necessary to mitigate
the spread of all bacteria and viruses. Some of those precautions are:
Pro-active Instructions for OBS Custodial Employees:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All OBS employees will wear applicable PPE at all times during service while
on a job site.
Surfaces are being cleaned & disinfected with an EPA approved disinfectant
Touch points are being cleaned nightly using our Touch Point
Cleaning/Disinfecting Checklists.
High frequency touch points such as door knobs will be cleaned multiple
times per day.
Shared items such as Chromebooks will be cleaned before the next person
uses the item.
Work schedules may be adjusted to be most-effective in disinfecting surfaces.
Employees are instructed to know and follow all building regulations for their
worksite. All workers will follow CDC & OSHA guidelines.
Employees are instructed to practice appropriate personal hygiene, including
covering their mouth for coughs or sneezes and cleaning their hands
thoroughly and more frequently.
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Pro-active Instructions for OBS Custodial Employees (continued):
•

•

Employees who are ill, exposed to or have tested positive for any contagious
sickness, running a fever are instructed NOT to report to work but
immediately notify their supervisor.
Employees must report any air travel or potential exposure to people with
COVID-19 virus to their supervisor.

Reactive Cleaning Measures:
• OBS has an Infectious Disease Control – Advanced Disinfecting Protocol for
disinfecting any contaminated (confirmed or suspected) areas using EPA
approved disinfectants and specialized equipment.
• OBS has a trained staff, equipment and supplies available and ready to
support the Enhanced Cleaning on short notice.
• Disinfectant application will be made using either backpack sprayers,
electrostatic sprayers or both.
Policies for the CDC’s Safety Recommendations
• Masks are voluntary for students, staff and visitors to the school and all
school events except where required by federal mandate (buses, airplanes).
• Physical distancing will be used on an if/as needed basis.
• ECC students will have the standard seating due to lack of space.
• Elementary students (1st-5th) will sit every other seat at lunch by grade level.
• Middle school students will have more space in the cafeteria.
• High school is removing the lockers in the south hall to reduce crowding.
• Handwashing and respiratory etiquette; encourage students to use hand
sanitizer in and out of classroom. Frequent reminders to wash hands.
• Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities through thorough and regular
cleaning of desks, tables, door knobs, hand rails and other high touch areas.
• Improving ventilation: We are researching ways to improve our ventilation
system.
• Contact tracing, isolation and quarantine will follow OCCHD guidelines,
protocols and expectations.
• Diagnostic and screening testing by telemedicine with parental permission.
• There will be no COVID vaccination requirements. All other vaccination
requirements remain the same and are only those required by state law.
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• Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to
health and safety will be handled on an individual, case-by-case basis.
• We have Children’s Center students who will return to our campus this school
year. All necessary precautions will be taken to ensure all student and staff
safety.
• We will coordinate all policies and procedures with state and local health
professionals.
Calendars and Schedules
• We will begin school on August 12th. Traditional on-site learning will be
utilized at all sites.
• Bethany Public Schools believe we provide our highest quality education for
students with face, to face, in-person learning. Therefore, Bethany Schools
will not offer virtual school learning.
Attendance
• As always, we ask students and adults stay home when they are sick.
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